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(c) If a vessel is in a closed area dur-
ing a time specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section with pelagic longline gear 
on board, it is a rebuttable presump-
tion that fish on board such vessel were 
taken with pelagic longline gear in the 
closed area. 

§ 622.275 Size limits. 
All size limits in this section are 

minimum size limits unless specified 
otherwise. A fish not in compliance 
with its size limit, as specified in this 
section, in or from the Atlantic EEZ, 
may not be possessed, sold, or pur-
chased. A fish not in compliance with 
its size limit must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that 
fish on board are in compliance with 
the size limits specified in this section. 

(a) Dolphin in the Atlantic off Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina—20 inches 
(50.8 cm), fork length. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.276 Landing fish intact. 
(a) Dolphin and wahoo in or from the 

Atlantic EEZ must be maintained with 
head and fins intact. Such fish may be 
eviscerated, gilled, and scaled, but 
must otherwise be maintained in a 
whole condition. 

(b) The operator of a vessel that 
fishes in the EEZ is responsible for en-
suring that fish on that vessel in the 
EEZ are maintained intact and, if 
taken from the EEZ, are maintained 
intact through offloading ashore, as 
specified in this section. 

§ 622.277 Bag and possession limits. 
Section 622.11(a) provides the general 

applicability for bag and possession 
limits. 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bag 
and possession limits are as follows: 

(1) Dolphin—10, not to exceed 60 per 
vessel, whichever is less, except, on 
board a headboat, 10 per paying pas-
senger. 

(2) Wahoo—2. 
(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.278 Commercial trip limits. 
Commercial trip limits are limits on 

the amount of Atlantic dolphin and 
wahoo that may be possessed on board 

or landed, purchased, or sold from a 
vessel per day. A person who fishes in 
the EEZ may not combine a trip limit 
specified in this section with any trip 
or possession limit applicable to state 
waters. A species subject to a trip limit 
specified in this section taken in the 
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 
transferred in the EEZ. Commercial 
trip limits apply as follows (all weights 
are round or eviscerated weights unless 
specified otherwise): 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) The 
trip limit for wahoo in or from the At-
lantic EEZ is 500 lb (227 kg). This trip 
limit applies to a vessel that has a Fed-
eral commercial permit for Atlantic 
dolphin and wahoo, provided that the 
vessel is not operating as a charter ves-
sel or headboat. 

(2) The trip limit for a vessel that 
does not have a Federal commercial 
vessel permit for Atlantic dolphin and 
wahoo but has a Federal commercial 
vessel permit in any other fishery is 200 
lb (91 kg) of dolphin and wahoo, com-
bined, provided that all fishing on and 
landings from that trip are north of 39° 
N. lat. (A charter vessel/headboat per-
mit is not a commercial vessel permit.) 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.279 Restrictions on sale/pur-
chase. 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) A 
person may sell dolphin or wahoo har-
vested in the Atlantic EEZ only if it is 
harvested by a vessel that has a com-
mercial permit for Atlantic dolphin 
and wahoo, as required under 
§ 622.270(a)(1), or by a vessel authorized 
a 200-lb (91-kg) trip limit for dolphin or 
wahoo, as specified in § 622.278(a)(2), and 
only to a dealer who has a permit for 
Atlantic dolphin or wahoo, as required 
under § 622.270(d)(1). 

(2) In addition to the provisions of 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, a per-
son may not sell dolphin or wahoo pos-
sessed under the bag limit harvested in 
the Atlantic EEZ by a vessel while it is 
operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat. A dolphin or wahoo har-
vested or possessed by a vessel that is 
operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat with a Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for Atlantic dolphin 
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and wahoo may not be purchased or 
sold if harvested from the Atlantic 
EEZ. 

(3) Dolphin or wahoo harvested in the 
Atlantic EEZ may be purchased only 
by a dealer who has a permit for Atlan-
tic dolphin and wahoo and only from a 
vessel authorized to sell dolphin or 
wahoo under paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.280 Annual catch limits (ACLs) 
and accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Atlantic dolphin—(1) Commercial 
sector. If commercial landings for At-
lantic dolphin, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 1,065,524 lb 
(483,314 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of Atlantic dolphin is prohib-
ited and harvest or possession of this 
species in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is limited to the bag and posses-
sion limit. This bag and possession 
limit applies in the South Atlantic on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
commercial or charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic dolphin, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 13,530,692 lb (6,137,419 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(b) Atlantic wahoo—(1) Commercial sec-
tor. If commercial landings for Atlantic 
wahoo, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-
cial ACL of 64,147 lb (29,097 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of Atlantic 
wahoo is prohibited and harvest or pos-
session of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic wahoo, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,427,638 lb (647,566 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 23864, Apr. 23, 2013] 

§ 622.281 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for the Dolphin 
and Wahoo Fishery off the Atlantic 
States, the RA may establish or modify 
the following items specified in para-
graph (a) of this section for Atlantic 
dolphin and wahoo. 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
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